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Table 1. Survey Instrument Structure

Section Survey questions
Please write your full name
Respondent e -
) ) Please indicate your current position
information
Please write the name of your institution
Facl How many full-time faculty members does your department have?
acult
. y How many full-time faculty members hold a doctoral degree?
information
How many full-time faculty members hold an occupational therapy license?
Curriculum
. . How many clinical practice courses does your department offer?
information
As of 2023, has your department obtained WFOT accreditation?
Have any students graduated from your department in the past year or earlier?
WEFOT If your department does not meet the minimum WFOT requirements:
accreditation = At least 1,000 hours of clinical fieldwork
status & * At least one year of clinical/educational experience for faculty in occupational therapy
compliance  «Department chair having an OT license

* Dedicated administrative staff and an independent departmental office

What is the actual number of clinical fieldwork hours provided?

WFOT: World Federation of Occupational Therapists.

A% Y402 ehige. uigte s WFOT 9% o
ol T2 QA Al50] BES SlAE T YEs
Moz AZstslel, 9% thetat wl% Tt 7o) Al
Azt wAeh 5 AR AWHon SIS
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202349 7|& WFOT U5 w2 7|32 2074 7|
(59.2%), WFOT QU5-& ¥ k2 sk 2071 71
(40.8%) 0.2 Uetyttt. AR 55k7} o 7|3l A
8 717k Q15 digto] Hd 16.84, H|IZ tisto]
Bt 16.0d°0E F Yok 7t 7253k ZJol= i A
ZollA 434 st 277] 713 5 2070 713H74.1%)°]
IS tistellom, 34| st 2271 71% & 9 713
(40.9%)°] 15 tisko& skt AISEC] F 33% A}
7F Uebgth AAud = A5 tish B 4.6, HY

(p 0. 034)

gt 740]— Eoﬂﬂr(p 0.047).
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Table 2. Institutional Characteristics by WFOT Accredi
2023, N(%).

£ 117has SlEgit FHE ] g
dhete] sk oict.

55
rlo
o\

re

tation Status in Occupational Therapy Programs in

WFOT accreditation status

Variables

Yes No p
(n =29, 59.2%) (n = 20, 40.8%)

Years since establishment, M (5D) 16.8 (7.2) 16.0 (6.0) 0.688
School type 0.019*

3-year program 9 (31.0) 13 (65.0)

4-year program 20 (69.0) 7 (35.0)
Number of full-time faculty, M (SD) 4.6 (1.7) 3.7 (1.8) 0.093
Number of faculty with a doctoral degree, M (SD) 4.1 (2.0 3.0 (1.7) 0.034*
Number of faculty having OT license, M (SD) 4.2 (1.7) 3.2 (1.9 0.047*
Region 0.648

Capital region 7 (24.1) 6 (30.0)

Non-capital region 22 (75.9) 14 (70.0)
Number of clinical fieldwork courses, M (SD) 5.8 (1.2) 3.6 (1.6) < 0.001*
Clinical fieldwork hours, M (SD) 1,038.3 (40.4) 623.0 (201.0) < 0.001*
General education credits, M (5D) 24.3 (10.8) 17.5 (11.0) 0.036*
OT major credits, M (SD) 75.3 (18.6) 76.2 (20.1) 0.869
SCI publications, M (SD) 6.7 (13.2) 2.8 (5.7) 0.162
KCI publications, M (SD) 31.0 (42.0) 14.8 (15.9) 0.065

KCI: Korea Citation Index, M: Mean, OT: Occupational

Therapy, SCI: Sciences Citation Index, SD: Standard

Deviation, WFOT: World Federation of Occupational Therapists.

*p € 0.05.
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Figure 2. WFOT Accredited Universities in Korea by Region

Table 3. Graduation Credits by WFOT Accreditation Status among 3-year program

WFOT accreditation status

Variables Yes (n = 9) No (7 = 13) D
General Education Credits, M (SD) 12.9 (3.9) 10.6 (5.3) 0.277
OT Major Credits, M (SD) 84.4 (12.6) 77.1 (23.1) 0.397
M: Mean, OT: Occupational Therapy, SD: Standard Deviation.
*p < 0.05.
Table 4. Graduation Credits by WFOT Accreditation Status among 4-year program
WFOT accreditation status
Variables D
Yes (2 = 20) No (n=7)
General education credits, M (5D) 29.4 (8.7) 30.3 (5.4) 0.805
OT major credits, M (SD) 71.2 (19.7) 74.6 (14.1) 0.677
M: Mean, OT: Occupational Therapy, SD: Standard Deviation.

*p < 0.05.
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Abstract

Institutional and Curriculum Characteristics of Occupational Therapy
Programs in Korea by WFOT Accreditation Status
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Purpose: This study examined the differences in the institutional and curriculum characteristics
and research outcomes of occupational therapy programs in Korea according to the World
Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT) accreditation status to assess educational quality
and future development needs.

Methods: This study included 55 OT programs. Data from 49 institutions were analyzed. Information
was collected on the program type, faculty numbers, qualifications, licensure, clinical fieldwork
courses and hours, and research outputs. Descriptive statistics, chi-square tests, and independent
t-tests were used to compare the WFOT-accredited and non-accredited institutions.

Results: The accreditation rate was significantly higher in 4-year programs (74.1%) than in 3-year
programs (40.9%). Accredited institutions provided more clinical fieldwork opportunities and
hours (5.8 vs. 3.6 courses; 1,038 vs. 623 hours). Despite similar numbers of full-time faculty
members, accredited programs had significantly more faculty members with doctoral degrees
and OT licenses. Accredited programs also had more SCI/KCI publications, but the differences
were not statistically significant. The regional distribution analysis showed no variation between
the capital and non-capital regions.

Conclusion: WFOT accreditation is strongly associated with the fulfillment of clinical fieldwork
requirements in Korean occupational therapy programs. These findings suggest that academic
system integration, clinical training standardization, and balanced support for education and
research to align with international standards are required.

Key words: Academic system, Curriculum, Occupational therapy, WFOT accreditation
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