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Table 1. General Information of Countries(2017)

Ratio of OT R/L to

D . 2) . . 3)
GDP($) Population (1) Occupational therapist (n7) 10,000 people (1)
USA 59,609 326,625,791 118,070 (R/L) 3.61
Japan 38,281 126,451,398 50,028 (R/L) 3.96
Australia 55,215 23,232,431 19,691 (R/L) 8.48
Korea 29,114 51,769,092 8,976 (R/L) 1.73

13,869 (produced)

GDP: Gross Domestic Product, R/L: Registered License
1) International Monetary Fund(IMF), 2) Central Intelligence Agency(CIA), 3) The ministry & office
concerned and national association of occupational therapist, by country

Figure 1. Schema of Elements of Assistive Technology Service Delivery System
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Table 2. Labor Force of Assistive Technology Service Specialist

Country # of Assistive Technology Service Specialist
USA 4,180"
Japan 1,000?

Australia 19,6917, 1704)

Korea 1,270 (658” + 612%)

1) Rehabilitation Engineering & assistive Technology Society of North America; RESNA, 2) Rehabilitation

Engineering & assistive technology Society of Japan; RESJA, 3) Australian Health Practitioner Regulation
agency; AHPR, 4) Australian Rehabilitation & Assistive Technology Association; ARATA, 5) Korean Society
of Assistive Technology & Occupational Therapy; KSATOT, 6) Korean Association of Assistive Technology

Professionals; KAATP
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Table 3. Assistive Technology—related Legislations & Assistive Technology Act

Country Name of law / legislated year

USA Social security act / 1935
Medicare & medicaid act / 1965
Rehabilitation act / 1973
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; IDEA / 1975
Technology —related assistance for individuals with disabilities act: Tech act / 1988
(Assistive technology act / 1998) "
Americans with Disabilities Act: ADA / 1990
Telecommunication act / 1996

Japan Act on welfare of physically disabled persons / 1949
Act on employment promotion etc. of persons with disabilities / 1960
Act on social welfare for the elderly / 1963
The basic law for persons with disabilities / 1970
Act on advancement of facilitation program for disabled persons' use of telecommunications and
broadcasting services, with a view to enhance convenience of disabled persons / 1993
Act on the promotion of research, development and dissemination of social welfare equipment /
1993V
Act on buildings accessible and usable by the elderly and physically disabled: Heart building law
/ 1994
Long—term care insurance act / 1997

Act on promotion of smooth transportation, etc. of elderly persons, disabled persons, etc. / 2000

Services and supports for persons with disabilities act / 2005

Australia The social security act / 1947
The handicapped persons assistance act / 1974
Disability services act / 1986
Disability Discrimination ACT: DDA / 1992
Commonwealth disability strategy / 1994
Disability standards for education / 2005

Korea  Medical assistants act / 1963 (Medical technicians act / 1973, Medical technicians, etc. act /
1995)
Industrial accident compensation insurance act / 1963
Act on welfare of persons with disabilities / 1981
Act on the honorable treatment, etc. of person of distinguished service to the state / 1984 (Act
on the honorable treatment and support for persons, etc. of distinguished serviced to the state
/ 1997)
Employment promotion and vocational rehabilitation of disabled persons act / 1990
Framework act on national informatization / 1995
Act on guarantee of promotion of convenience of persons with disabilities, the aged, pregnant

women, etc. / 1997

National health insurance act / 1999

Act on the prohibition of discrimination against persons with disabilities, remedy against
infringement of their right, etc. / 2007

Act on special education for the disabled persons, etc. / 2007

Act on long—term care insurance for the aged / 2007

Act on the support for assistive devices for persons with disabilities, older persons, etc. and
promotion of use of thereof / 2015 "

1) Assistive technology act of the country (Bl% =7} BHZ3F8 WEH)
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Figure 2. Assistive Technology Service System of USA, Japan, Korea
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Table 4. Major Characteristic of Assistive Technology Service Delivery System by Country

USA * National governing

» Prominent private funding (insurance)

* Emphasis on quality, outcome & cost—effectiveness of the service
* Core functioning of AT demo center as a mediator

Japan » National governing

» Vigorous involvement of private domain — AT rental service

Improved service accessability

Rehabilitation centers & offices are set up in every local government (prefecture):

» Core functioning of hospital/rehabilitation center in evaluation & prescribing

Australia ¢ State & local governing

Financial support for AT devices in not only impairment & disability level but also handicap
level: Emphasize on social integration

» Core functioning of the service professionals(mainly OTR)

Korea * National governing

» Lately established and on—going process of AT service system
* AT service centers and professionals are not enough quantitatively and qualitatively
» Core functioning of the service administrator

AT: Assistive Technology, OTR: Occupational Therapist Registered

Table 5. Types of Assistive Technology Service System

USA Payer - specialist centered
Japan Provider - mediator centered
Australia Specialist — beneficiary centered
Korea Provider - payer centered
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Abstract

Assistive Technology Service System at a Glance
: Korea, USA, Japan, Australia

Kim, JiHyun, MSOT, OTR
Dept. of Occupational Therapy, Far East University

Objective: The purpose of this study is to make a large amount of informations intelligible regarding AT service
system of four different countries.

Results: AT specialist fostered is approximately 4,100 for US, 1,000 for Japan, and 1,200 for Korea. In case of
Australia, several health—care professionals including about 19,000 occupational therapists are authorized to
provide AT service. The first legislation of AT act is 1988 for US, 1993 for Japan, and 2015 for Korea. Australia
does not have AT act. In general, US, Japan, Korea takes national governing but Australia takes state & local
governing for the AT service system. The type of AT service delivery system can be classified as fallow;
‘payer—specialist centered’ for USA, ‘provider—mediator centered for Japan, ‘specialist—client centered” for
Australia, and ‘provider—payer centered for Korea.

Conclusion: Compare to other advanced countries, AT service system of Korea has weakness in terms of supply,
accessability and professionality of service. Since the service delivery system of Korea is strongly focused
administrative function, it is needed to strengthen the executive function more.

Key words: AT Act, AT Service Delivery System, AT Specialist, Occupational Therapist
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