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Table 1. Characteristics of Responders (N=237)
. .. Percentage (%)
Characteristics Participants (n) or M+ SD
Gender Male 60 25.3
Female 177 74.7
Ages ~ 27 123 51.9
(yr) 28 ~ 31 77 32.5
32 ~ 37 15.6
Region Capital cities 167 70.5
Non—capital cities 70 29.5
Workplace General hospitals 29 12.2
Rehabilitation hospitals 159 67.1
Others 49 20.7
Discipline Pediatrics 18 7.6
Adults 174 73.4
Older adults 45 19.0
Experience Mean 237 44.4 * 386
(mo)
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Table 2. Survey Questions

Category

Questions

Given answers

Awareness

Ql-1

Are you aware of the purpose of the system?

* 4 point Likert scale

Ql-2

Where did you obtain the information from?

* Undergraduate course

» Graduate course

» Job competency education
* Media

Q2

Do you know who the beneficiaries of the
system are?

* 4 point Likert scale

Q3

Are you aware of what types of benefits
and the details of them?

* 4 point Likert scale

Q4

Are you aware of the change of grading
system of the system from 3 to 5 grades?

* 4 point Likert scale

Q5

Do you know caregivers are designated to
provide cognitive activity program according
to the system?

* 4 point Likert scale

Q6

Do you know that caregivers (grade 1 or
2), nurses, nurse assistants, and dental
hygienists are eligible as a long—term care
worker according to the system?

* 4 point Likert scale

Ways of
raising
awareness

Q7

What can help occupational therapists’
level of understanding in the act?

* A module for undergraduate course
* Professional certificate

* Maintenance education

» Cooperative education

Role of OT in
the Act

Q8

What role do you think occupational
therapists play in delivering cognitive
activity program to the beneficiary under
the act.

* Program education

* Program development

* Program performance

* Program management and review

Q9

Can you pick five items you think it is
necessary to prevent deterioration of
psychical condition or health of older adults?

+ 8 items in the domain of performance

+ 3 items in the domain of client

* 3 items in the domain of performance pattern
* 5 items in the domain of performance skill

Q10

What role do you think occupational therapists
should play in providing appropriate assistive
device to older adults who fall into long—term
care grade—V as they have financial support
under the act when purchasing assistive device?

* Planning for assistive device installation
* Provision of appropriate assistive device
* Education for assistive device use

* Feedback and evaluation of assistive device

Q11

What type of service can occupational
therapists provide?

e Domiciliary visit care
Domiciliary bathing
Facility benefit

* Day or night protection

» Short—term protection

* Other domiciliary benefits

Necessary
way for OT to
improve
recognition

Q12

What do you think is necessary way for an
occupational therapist to iImproving awareness
on the act of long—term care insurance for
the aged?

* Open response

OT : Occupational Therapist
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Table 3. Occupational Therapists' Awareness on the Long—term Care Insurance System for the Aged

Answers

Strongly Disagree Agree Strongly

Items disagree agree
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)

Ql-1 14 (5.9 85 (35.9) 120 (50.6) 18 (7.6)
Q2 6 (2.5) 57 (24.1) 151 (63.7) 23 (9.7
Q3 13 (5.5 132 (65.7) 74 (31.2) 18 (7.6)
Q4 47 (19.8) 122 (51.5) 47 (19.8) 21 (8.9)
Q5 44 (18.6) 131 (65.3) 43 (18.1) 19 (8.0)
Q6 46 (19.4) 136 (57.4) 42 (17.1) 13 (5.5)
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Figure 1. Difference in Perception(The Mean Ratio Between Occupational Therapists
who Answered “Agree” and “Strongly Agree” to Question 1~6)
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Figure 2. The Level of Understanding of Occupational Therapists in the
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Figure 3. The Level of Understanding of Occupational Therapists’ Role With Regards to the
Type of Service

Table 4. The Role of Occupational Therapists With Regards to Article 3 of the System

Rank Domain Frequency (1) Percentage (%)
Activities of Daily Living (ADL)

19 Body structure 23 1.9
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Figure 4. Necessary Ways for Improving Awareness on the Long—term Care Insurance for the Aged
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Abstract

The Recognition of Occupational Therapists Role and
the Amended-Act of Long-Term Care Insurance for the Aged

Lee, Ji-Yeong®, B.H.S., 0.T., Kim, Jung-Yeon®, M.S.,
Hong, Mi-Young™*, M.S., 0.T., Kim, Yong-Sub***, M.S., O.T.,
Lee, Seong-A""*", Ph.D., O.T.
“Dept. of Medical Science, Graduate School, Soon Chun Hyang University
“Dept. of Occupational Therapy, Jungwon University
**Taeangun Community Mental Health Center
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Dept. of Occupational Therapy, College of Medical Science, Soon Chun Hyang University

Objective : This paper was proposed to investigate the understanding and the role of occupational therapists
regarding the act of long—term care insurance for the aged amended in 2014 and to provide evidence in which
improving the level of awareness of occupational therapists on the system.

Methods : A nationwide survey was conducted from December 25th, 2015 to April 15th, 2016. A total 237
therapists responded and frequency analysis was completed.

Results : Relatively higher awareness was found in male occupational therapists, those aged 32 or older, and people
living in capital region. Also, higher awareness was seen in responders who are a graduate student or who work
in welfare centers or research institutes. In terms of providing cognitive activity programmes, many responders
agreed the provision of the programs and assistive devices should be their prioritized role. 87 responders (36.7%)
chose the introduction of professional certificate as a means to improve the awareness of occupational therapists
regarding the system.

Conclusion : The results of this study can be served as basic data regarding the interests and the role of
occupational therapists within the amended act. Also, it 1S expected to be a help to raise awareness of occupational
therapists that enables enhanced occupational therapy.

Key Words : Amended—act of long—term care insurance for the aged, Occupational therapist, Recognition
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