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Table 1. General Characteristics of Participants
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3. Atz &AM

A5 492 Krueger (1998) 7} A|A| 8 A A Aol F-
Ao A ATAFA, FAXS OF B, EA

Participant 1

Participant 2

Participant 3 Participant 4 participant 5

Age (yr) 38 42 23 49 53
Gender Male Male Male Male Male
Diagnosis Myopathy SCI Cy4 SCI SCI C4 Myopathy
The degree of disability 1 1 1 1 1
Type of wheelchair Power . Power . Power ‘ Power . Power 4
wheelchair wheelchair wheelchair wheelchair wheelchair
Duration of wheelchair 12 3 3 9 9

occupancy (hr)

SCI: Spinal Cord Injury
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Table 2. Contents Questions of Focus Group Interview
Question process Applications Questions
Opening questions » Starting with the questions regarding ¢ What kinds of wheelchair are you

an interview topic after

self—introduction by participants

currently using?

Introductory questions ¢ Introducing the discussion topic and ¢
leading their thoughts freely related

How many hours do you usually use
the wheelchair?

to the topic * Where do you usually use the
wheelchair?
Key questions * Though these questions, have « Are you currently satisfied with a

participants talked about their own
thoughts and experiences without a ¢

time limit

powered wheelchair you are using?
Have you had any dissatisfactions or
severe accidents while you were
using the powered wheelchair?

What do you think of improvements
about the wheelchair, service system
and policies in order to deal with the
dissatisfactions of the wheelchair?

Ending questions e Summarizing the opinions derived .
from the discussion and making sure

if there is anything missed from or
has to be added on the contents

Do you agree with this summary?
Do you have anything to add on?
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Table 3. Outcome of Qualitative Analysis

Concepts

Categories

Themes

Need to use a wheelchair seat option due to
physical limitation

It uses a powered wheelchair for the purpose
of moving outdoors

Select a powered

wheelchair due to

decreased physical
limitation

The purpose of the
purchase powered
wheelchair

The frequent occurrence of flat tire

Difficulties in a moving obstacle due to
wheelchair drive system

Insufficient absorption of the rolling resistance

Slip when braking on downhill

When the road curves down from wheel
excessive movement

Overload and discharge of powered wheelchair

Problem of propulsion
structure in a powered
wheelchair

Problem of structure in a
powered wheelchair

Unknown cause alarm

For a sudden power shu down occurs while
using a powered wheelchair

A lack of an domestic expert in a powered
wheelchair

Delayed of follow up service concerning
powered wheelchair

Defect itself a powered
wheelchair, Delayed follow
up service

Problem of follow up
service and defect itself in
a powered wheelchair

Need for diverse type of armrest and headrest

Increasing the size of caster and middle wheel
drive system of wheelchair

Development of a variety of controller
according to disease

Needs for propulsion
structure in a powered
wheelchair

TIS features needed for pressure relief and
rest

Backrest recline features needed for rest

Elevating legrest features needed for rest and
edema control

Needs for support
structure in a powered
wheelchair

Needs for structure in a
powered wheelchair

Needed for specific prescription for a
powered wheelchair

Difficulties of maintaining postures in
improper inner seats and sizes of the
wheelchair

The importance of the
specific prescription of the
powered wheelchair

The importance of who evaluates the needs of
wheelchair prior to prescription of the
wheelchair

The system of delivery service has to be
maintained by who has professional knowledge

The emphasis on expanding
assistive technology
service provided by
specialist

Needs for assistive
technology service
involving powered
wheelchair prescription
and wheelchair user
assessment
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Table 3. Outcome of Qualitative Analysis (Cont.)

Concepts

Categories Themes

The needs of nationwide expansion of
assistive technology services

Needs for assistive
technology service
involving powered
wheelchair prescription and
wheelchair user
assessment

Financial burden of purchasing and repairing
powered wheelchair

The allowance of purchasing the wheelchair
paid by national health insurance service is
unrealistic

The needs of adding items and paying
assistive devices

Impractical assistive device
items and insurance benefit

Needs for financial support
on follow up service and
purchase a powered
wheelchair

TIS: Tilt in Space
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Abstract

Study on the Needs and Experiences in Using Powered Wheelchair
by Severely Disabled People:
Based on Focus Group Interview

Woo, Ji-Hee", M.Sc., 0.T., Jang, Wan-Ho", B.H.Sc., O.T., Kim, Jong-Bae"*, Ph.D.,
“Dept. of Occupational Therapy, Graduate School of Yonsei University
“Dept. of Occupational Therapy, College of Health Science, Yonsei University

Objective : The purpose of this study was to identify the needs and experiences of severely disabled people in
using a powered wheelchair through a focus group interview.

Methods : Five severely disabled people using a powered wheelchair were recruited. The interview employed a
question—asking method modified from the question—asking method presented by Krueger and Casey. The
contents of the interview were recorded, transcribed, and analyzed using Krueger' s principle.

Results : The subjects experienced defects of the wheelchair itself, problems regarding the components of the
powered wheelchair, and wheelchair follow—up service. Accordingly, they want to enlarge the assistive technology
service involving a wheelchair user assessment and proper prescription, and improvements in the supporting and
propulsion structure of a powered wheelchair. Financial support concerning powered wheelchair payments and
expenses for a follow—up service are also expected. Occupational therapist are considering a wheelchair user
belong to the environment, the desired activity and user’ s function when wheelchair prescriptions must be
provided proper propulsion component and support structure such as power seat function. (note from editor,
unfortunately, the red text is not clear. If you can revise itl can check your revision).

Conclusions : This study presented a point to be considered who occupational therapist able to prescribe using
powered wheelchair with severely disabled people. and will be used as basic data have led to institutional change
for effective assistive technology services(note from editor, this part is also unclear).

Key Words : Focus group interview, Needs and experiences using powered wheelchair, Severe disabled people
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